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First Diesel Freight Locomotive 


Santa Fe Railway. 





World’s first diesel freight locomotive—Just put in service by 





The Santa Fe 
Railway becomes 
the first railroad in 


A o 
¥e 
sana, 





diesel locomotives 
in main line freight 
service with the placing in regu- 
lar operation of the first of its 
two new Electro-Motive diesel 
freight locomotives on Feb. 4. 
The locomotive further is dis- 
tinguished by the fact that it is 
the first ever to be equipped with 
electric retarding brakes inde- 


the world to use’ 





pendent of power lines. The el- 
ectric current generated by the 


“reversed” traction motors is fed 
into grids on the roof of the loco- 
motive, and dissipated in the 
form of heat. 

The locomotive is 193 feet long 
from coupler to coupler. It is de- 
signed with control cabs high in 
the streamlined nose of each end, 
eliminating the necessity of turn- 
ing. n 





MARCH 1: 


NORTHWESTERN PACIFIC 
Final abandonment 
ferry and_ electric 
train service to Mar- 
in county points will 
take place March 1 it 
has been announced by railroad 
officials. The last train will leave 
Manor and San Rafael at 10:00 
for San Francisco—11:25 with- 
out boat connection. The last boat 
from San Francisco will leave at 
11:25 with train connections at 








Sausalito for San Rafael and 
Manor. 
WP Mike Gees 
In Feather River 
: Engine No, 326, 
f the We: 
Ns Peamstiy ovo is western 
SRO locomotives ended 
citi up in the Feather 





River Canyon last 
month when it hit a slide while 


pulling the Exposition Flyer. The 
engine and a couple of baggage 
cars left the tracks, but he WP’s 
safety record was saved when 
none of the passenger cars left 
the rails. The enginemen were 
slightly injured, but a baggage 
man was lost and it is expected 
that he was carried away by the 
river. A sister engine, No. 325 was 
demolished in a similar wreck in 





1938. 
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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


Our congratulations to Eldon Lucy, Ray Tufveson, Joe Chap- 
man and Fred Fellows Jr. for the success of their excursion over 
the NWP electric lines January 8. These boys have earned the well- 
deserved thanks of Bay area railfans for their personal undertaking 
of this job in supplying the travel fans with transportation, where 
they want to go, when they want to go. May they continue to supply 
railfandom with an abundance of trips, a situation which we have 
been sadly lacking in the past few years. 

It should be noted, however, that the use of the name of the 
Northern California Railroad Club has not been authorized in any 
connection with the excursions of the above parties as they have 
been undertaken as personal ventures by them. A vote of the mem- 
bership is necessary to make a trip an official venture of the 
Northern California Railroad Club and as yet no authorization has 
been sought or given. 

This oversight should, however, not be considered disinterest 
on the part of either the members or officers of the Northern Cali- 
fornia Railroad Club, for besides almost 100% attendance, club of- 
ficers, up to a late hour, were working on plans for a souvenir 
booklet for the trip, and had the trip been postponed as planned, 
a booklet would have come out. The Northern California Railroad 
Club is on record as supporting -RAILFAN trips no matter who 
sponsors them and will in so far as possible attend them all. 

Your editor should make note of one criticism, however, from 
many of our readers that they get to read only the story about the 
trip and never get announcements. This has been true in the past 
because the sponsors of the trips have failed to meet our deadline. 

In the case of both the IER and NWP trips the news was re- 
layed to us the day after the paper had gone to press. 

As for receiving announcements from the sponsors, that is an 
aet that is beyond our control. Our columns have always been 
open. As for that, your editor has yet to receive one. 

x } 

The January meeting of the Northern California Railroad Club 
was held in a coach at Third & Townsend, San Francisco on the 
18th and was unusually well attended. 

Representatives from the Southern Pacific Bulletin took photos 
of the members and they appear in the current issue of that maga- 
zine, We hope to reproduce them ourselves next month. 

THE FEBRUARY MEETING WILL BE HELD ON THE 15TH 
IN A COACH AT THIRD AND TOWNSEND AT 8:00 P. M, 








KEY SYSTEM TO 
EXTEND SERVICE 

The Key Sys- 
tem has come 
forth with plans 
to extend ser- 
vice to East Oak- 
land and San Leandro to take 
care of commuters formerly us- 
ing the IER Seventh Street line 
through an extention of their A 
line out East Fourteenth Street 
to 105th. This train service is 
planned only during the day and 
buses will shuttle between the 
present end of the A line during 
the evenings and Sundays. Sev- 
eral changes in bus lines are to 
be made to cover other territory 
and the No. 14 car line will be 
rerouted off of 12th Street be- 
yong Jefferson to give the inter- 
urban right-of-way. 

Plans for Berkeley service 
have not yet been announced. 








7TH STREET LINE 
ABANDONMENT 

Interurban Electric (SP) train 
service out Seventh Street to San 
Leandro will be discontinued 
March ist with Key System tak- 
ing care of commuters on their 
A line. Service on the Berkeley 
lines will continue until April 
1 as plans have not been com- 
pleted for substitute service by 
the Key. System. 





YOSEMITE VALLEY 
NO. 26 SCRAPPED 


The former Yosemite Valley 
26 (ex 11), 2-8-0, owned by Wil- 
let and Burr, railroad contrac- 
tors, was scrapped last month at 
Decoto, near Hayward, Calif. 





‘MARKET STREET RAILWAY 


The Powell-Fish- 


‘| erman’s Wharf cable 
eeance wT line was out of op- 
motets) eration February 2 
Y on account of re- 

CH placement of the 
turntable at Fisherman’s Wharf, 
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It was last August that railfans 
of the far western states received 
their first glimpse of what part 
the railroads play in the job of 
national defence for at that time, 
one minute past midnight of the 
morning of August 4th, began the 
greatest peacetime movement of 
western troops in the nation’s 
history. At that time men of the 
National Guard and Regular Ar- 
my, 40,000 strong, began a trek 
from severn western states into 
Washington to participate in ar- 
my games and maneuvers at Fort 
Lewis and vicinity. 

Through California, Oregon and 
Idaho; from Nevada and Mon- 
tana, Utah and Wyoming rolled 
train after train of troops and 
equipment. From seashore and 
the hills from the ranges and the 
fields, orchards and plains came 
the men of America in khaki. 
Every section of the Fourth Ar- 
my Area sent coaches and Pull- 
mans filled with men and offi- 
cers; hundred of flat cars carry- 
ing coast artillery, field artillery, 
tanks, anti-aircraft, and motoriz- 
ed transport; stock cars carrying 
hundreds of army horses; bag- 
gage cars and box cars carrying 
tons of army impedimenta. 


At the same time, 1500 National 
Guardsmen with full equipment 
moved in four special trains 
over Southern Pacific lines from 
Arizona points to maneuvers with 
the third army in Louisiana. 

And in every phase of this 
significant army movement, 
Southern Pacific played a major 
role, proving again through the 
efficiency of its organization, the 
coordination of its manpower, the 
condition of its equipment, that 


From S. P. Bulletin 


THE RAILROADS ARE PREPAR- 
ED, 

The railroad problems entail- 
ed were many and intricate. Prac- 
tically every type of army equip- 
ment used in the western area 
and susceptible to movement in 
case of war was_ transported 
either to Camp Lewis or to the 
National Guard encampments in 
the vicinity of Centralia. From 
California alone, a record number 
of 430 pieces of motorized equip- 
ment moved to the “war zone”. 

Total distances involved in the 
movement were tremendous. The 
fact that the movement of one 
particular outfit, if placed against 
a European background would 
have transported troops from 
Spain through France, Switzer- 
land, Germany, Poland and into 
Russia gives an estimate of the 
scale of the transportation prob- 
lems. 


For the Southern Pacific this 
movement required the use of 40 
trains (including feeder trains), 
339 sleeping cars, 64 kitchen cars, 
31 coaches, 305 flat cars, 113 box 
cars, 82 stock cars; a grand to- 
tal of 934 cars to move close to 
fourteen thousand men, fifteen 
hundred horses, and every type 
of military equipment. 

Railroad equipment was assem- 
bled from all parts of the Sou- 
thern Pacific system and the 
problems of dispatching, servi- 
cing, and unloading trains; co- 
ordinating the entire movement 
so as not to interfere with regu- 
lar freight and passenger sched- 
ules was a task second to none 
in the entire military operation. 

Over two months before the 





first train moved, a series of 


RAILROADS PROVE WORTH 


IN TROOP MOVEMENTS OVER SOU. PAC. 


meetings were held, meetings of 
chief dispatchers, meetings of 
superintendents, meetings of traf- 
fic experts, meetings of mechani- 
cal forces, as railroad men dis- 
cussed railroad tactics and strat- 
egy. Conferences were held be- 
tween railroad officials and. ar- 
my officers who worked close- 
ly together in planning schedules. 
Final plans were approved by the 
Western Military Bureau, a perm- 
anent association of passenger 
traffic officers of the western 
lines, and by the Association of 
American Raulroads. 


Tbe care and effort taken in 
working out the details of the 
movement were well rewarded. 
As ten thousand guardsmen in 
twenty-three combination freight 
and passenger trains, and thou- 
sands of tons of army equip- 
ment rolled on the tracks the 
same day toward the same desti- 
nation, superintendents, chief 
dispatchers, and trainmasters of 
all divisions stood by checking 
and following through with the 
endless detail entailed in hold- 
ing to pre-arranged schedules. 
And those schedules were not on- 
ly adhered to and regular pas- 
senger train schedules. undisturb- 
ed, but the majority of regular 
passengers were unaware of the 
magnitude of the troop move- 
ments flowing around them. 

As train followed train across 
the country so closely that only 
thirty minutes could be allowed 
for some -unloadings; as equip- 
ment was serviced swiftly and 
efficiently, and as 40,000 men 
were registered “present and ac- 
counted for” at their destination, 





—Continued on Page 5 
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ALL SIZES, builds, occupation 
answer cal of National Guard ; 
Fresno (above) and other area 
ALL SONGS of all times (below 
‘i echo in trains as Regular Arn} 
LUXURIOUS was the word for tra- we ee ow . moves north. 
vel on this troop movement. (Above) f MEE mee, | 3 ay 
Troops ride in uncrowded, well ap- 
pointed Pullman cars with porters 
in each car, passenger representa- 
tives on each train to give all as- 
sistance. Result: -Men rested and 
rarin’ to go. 


HORSES were unloaded at Klamath 
Falls for a six-hour feed-water-rest 
period in SP stock corrals (Right). 


“SOUPS ON”. (Below, left) army 
kitchen built into baggage car. 
(Right) Most pleasant army task 
“shovelling it in”. 
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GUNS AND GUNNERS (above) at Roseville, where 
trains were serviced, 


END OF JOURNEY (below) for 76th Field Ar- 
tillery was Camp Lewis, Wash. 





,; TINY TANKS, tall troops, com-% 
pose 40th Tank Co. of Nat’l 
Guard (above). Though small 
their value is doubled because 
they are easily moved by rail 

' to every part of the country, Aa Ph 
ready for service instantly. 
TRUCKS BY TRAIN. Train- 

i loads of trucks and autos 


moved through the nation on 
their way to the “war zone”. # 
GUARDSMEN’S GUNS (right) 
wait for action on the “battle- 
fields” around Centralia, Wash. =% 
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cupations 
Guard 4 
her area 
s (below 
lar Arm 


BIG ARTILLERY 


Gunfire fell into the upper 
Santa Barbara Channel for the 
first time in history October 29 
last when two of the army’s large 
cannons, known technically as 
“railroad rifles”, broke a silence 
of four years as they first 28 
shots during maneuvers in the 
vicinity of Naples, Calif. 

These guns are mounted on 
railroad flatcars of sepcial con- 
struction and moved north in a 
twenty-car military train carry- 
ing ammunition, loading machin- 
ery and other accessories. Days 
before the train pulled out, SP 
inspectors checked bridges and 
clearances. All cars moved 
smoothly to their special spur on 
a bluff overlooking the beach, At 
this point, intricate devices re- 
leased the guns to center the en- 
tire weight on the rails. Heavy 
strutts to relieve the terrific im- 
pact of the recoil were affixed 
as part of the preliminary pre- 
parations before the _ practice 
bombardment took place. 

Target of the guns was mount- 
ed on a barge hauled at the end 
of a 1000-yard hawser by a chan- 
nel tug. The cannons have a maxi- 
mum range of about twenty-five 
miles. Their marksmanship on 
this particular occasion at an un- 
announced distance was said by 
military authorities to be “cred- 
itable”. Cost per shot is estimated 
at $1000 for firing a 1400-pound 
projectile. 

Military authorities described 
the maneuvers which brought the 
guns from Fort MacArthur, San 
Pedro to Naples, as “purely tech- 
nical and without tactical signi- 
ficance”. 





RAILROADS PROVE WORTH 
—Continued from Page 3 
army officers agreed that THE 
RAILROADS HAD AGAIN PROV- 
ED TO BE A VITAL ARM OF 
NATIONAL DEFENSE, 

Through the entire movement 
there was strong parallel between 
army and railroad activities. The 








army organization that smoothly 
regulated every detail of army 
activity found a counter part in 
the organization and coordination 
of the railroad facilities. Army 
officers directing their men 
found top railroad officials work- 
ing in all parts of the system and 
at all hours of the day and night 
to insure the success of the rail- 
road’s big job. Army friendliness 
was reflected in the friendliness 
of the railroaders, with army 
cooks offering coffee to switch- 
men at various stops and brake- 
men passing out cigarettes for 





army smoking. Closely allied, al- 
so, were the opinions of army 
officers and railroaders in ac- 
knowledging the value of this 
peace-time mobilization, offering 
as it did training and experience 
vital in time of an emergency. 
It was a far cry from the “40 
and 8” transportation of the last 
war to the Pullman and chair 
car equipment of this army move- 
ment in which the men tumbled 
into berths at night, played cards 
on regulation tables, stretched 
out through the day in solid com- 
fort and watched the scenery. 
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300-330 
331-339 
340-349 
' 350 
. 351 
, 352-361 
. 362-367 
368-377 
378-385 
386-387 
400-437 
438-439 
460-461 
600-624 
625-628 
700-701 
800-811 


100-102 
201-212 


213-218 
470-478 


500-513 


514-516 
750-754 


770-772 
850-853 
855-857 
858 
859 
| 860 
861 
862-866 
867-870 
871 


872-873 
874 
875-877 
878 
879 
880-883 


Southern Pacific Electric Equipment 


EAST BAY LINES 


Part. Motor Coach American Car & Foundry, 1911 
Motor Coach Amer. Car & Fndry., 1911; 336 rbt. to 460 
Motor Coach Pullman Co., 1911 
Motor Coach Rebuilt from 459 
Motor Coach Rebuilt from 439 
Part. Motor Coach Rebuilt from 608-616 
Part. Motor Coach St. Louis, 1924 
Part. Motor Coach Rebuilt from 604-605, 617-624 
Motor Coach Rebuilt from 435-438, 445, 456-458 
Motor Coach Rebuilt from 460-461 ; 
Trailer Coach Amer. Car & Fdry., 1911; 435-437 rebuilt 
Operating Trailer Amer. Car & Fdry., 1911; 438-439, 445, 456-459 rbt. 
Operating Trailer Rebuilt from 336, 607; rebuilt to 386-387 
Combination Motor Amer. Car & Fdry., 1911; 604-624 rebuilt 
Combination Motor Pullman Co., 1913 
Baggage-Express Motor Pullman Co., 1913 
Center Entrance Street Car Pullman Co., 1912; sold to Key System, 1930 
Part.—Partitioned, smoking and non-smoking. Rbt.—Rebuilt. 


Those not rebuilt or sold have been leased to the IER with the exception of 300-312, 352- 
367, 376-377, 387, 600-603, 400-414, 416, 418-419, 421-424 title to which has been trans- 
fered to the California Toll Bridge Authority in return for equipping cars for bridge 
service. These cars are in IER service, however. 


S. P. 100 (Oregon) was originally numbered 200 and saw service for a short time in 
the East Bay before being transfered to Oregon. Some of the Oregon trailers were tested 
in the East Bay in 1926 among them being 470. 


—Courtesy SP Co., C-NRHS 


OREGON SERVICE 


Freight Motor 
Passenger Motor 


Passenger Motor 
Passenger Trailer 


Combination Motor 


Combination Motor 
Baggage-Express Motor 


Baggage-Mail Motor (RPO) 
Street Car 
Street Car 
Street Car 
Street Car 
Street Car 
Street Car 
Street Car 
Street Car 
Street Car 


Street Car 
Street Car 
Street Car 
Street Car 
Street Car 
Street Car 


Baldwin-West., 1914; 100 sold to P&SR 

Pullman, 1914: sold to PE, 201-209, 1937; 210- 
212, 1928 

Pullman, 1921; sold to PE, 1937 

Pullman, 1914: 470-477. sold to PE, 1928; 478 rbt. 
to caboose, 1939 

Pullman, 1914; sold to PE; 500, 504, 510, 1937; 
501-503, 511-513, 1928 

Pullman, 1915; sold to PE; 514, 1928; 515-516, 1937 

Pullman, 1915; sold to PE; 750-751, 1926; 752- 

~ 754, 1929 

Brill, 1915; sold to PE, 1929 

Brill, 1916; dism, 1928 

St. Louis, 1915; dism. 1927 

St. Louis, 1917; dism. 1927 

Brill, 1917; rbt. to MW, 1921 

Niles Car Co., 1915; dism. 1930 

Danville, 1917; dism. 1928 

Danville, 1916; dism. 1927 

Brill, 1915; dism. 1928 

Pur. Portland Ry. L&P 1916; PE&E 54; dism. 
1920 after wreck 

Pur. Portland Ry. L&P, 1915; PE&E 56; dism. 1927 

Holman Car ‘Co., 1916; dism. 1930 

Brill, 1917; dism. 1921, 1922, 1920.resp. 

Pur. Portland Ry. L&P, 1917; PE&E 46; dism. 1925 

Pur, Portland Ry. L&P, 1917; PE&E 61; dism. 1920 

Brill, 1920; dism. 1934 


101 and 102 in switching service Albany, Oregon. 
Dism.—Dismantled. P&EE—Portland Eugene & Eastern. Portland Railway Light & Power 


—Courtesy S. P. Co. 





soo: i a | 











Lo J 


mes 2«- ws oc 


at a. 





27 


125 
20 


yer 








THE WESTERN RAILROADER 


PAGE SBVEN 














Provucrion OF THE MILLIONS 
OF TONS OF COAL BURNED IN 
AMERICAN RAILROAD 

LOCOMOTIVES LAST YEAR GAVE 
EMPLOYMENT TO 94,000 
COAL MINE WORKERS. 








JN THE LAST TWENTY YEARS, 
THE AMERICAN RAILROADS HAVE 
SPENT TEN BILLION DOLLARS 
FOR ADDITIONS AND BETTERMENTS 
TO THE RAILROAD PLANT. OF 
THIS, 45 PER CENT WAS SPENT _ 
FOR LOCOMOTIVES AND CARS AND > 
85 PER CENT FOR IMPROVED , 
ROADWAY AND STRUCTURES Pe 


OS 


< 








DF PLACED END TO END, THE 
TOTAL LENGTH OF THE 191,779 
RAILROAD BRIDGES IN THE 
UNITED STATES WOULD BE 
APPROXIMATELY 3860 MILES- 
OR GREATER THAN THE DISTANCE 
4 FROM NEW YORK CITY TO 
LONDON, ENGLAND. 





















NEW NWP EXCURSION 

A final excursion over the sub- 
urban division of the Northwest- 
ern Pacific is scheduled to be 
made by the Railroadians on the 
23rd of this month when they 
will run a trip with number 23 
pulling a string of the open plat- 
form cars over the lines. The 








Oakland’s Pioneer Model Store 
Complete Model Service 
HO, OO, and O Gauges 
PACIFIC MODEL CRAFTS 

Koeppe Bros. 
436-lith St., Oakland TW 2788 











route will cover Mill Valley, San 
Rafael, Sonoma, and Tiburon. 

Stops are scheduled for So- 
noma, San Rafael, Tiburon and 
Pine, and the locomotives will be 
out and spotted at Tiburon and 
Pine. Trip will leave San Fran- 
cisco (Ferry Bldg.) at 9:00 a. m., 
arrive 5:45 p. m. 

A baggage car will be equipped 
with lunches, soft drinks and 
film for the excursionists. Num- 


ber of tickets ($1.50) is limited 
and may be procured from Capt. 
F. Shaw, 542 Eighteenth St., San 
Francisco, 


THE SWITCH LIST 


Listings In the Switch List are 
free to members of the Northern 
California Railroad Club and sub- 
scribers of the Western Rallroader 
Please state your listings clearly 





ROY T, FLEMING, 6219 Sloat 
Dr., Los Angeles, Calif. wants 
prints of PE “Dragon” Edendale 
cars and also center entrance 
cars on Claremont line. 

VICTOR DU BRUTZ—change 
of address—314 Fifteen St., Oak- 
land Calif. Juice and cable fan. 

BERT WARD—change of ad- 
dress—1400 Tenth Ave., San Fran- 
cisco, Calif. Juice and steam 
(geared) fan. 

FRANCIS GUIDO, 502 N. Clare- 
mont St., San Mateo, Calif. wants 
rosters and articles on western 
lines suitable for publication, 
preferably with photographs. 

W. H. SIEVERS, P. O. Box 47, 
Mill Valley, Calif. wants photo- 
graphs of the Mt. Lowe cable 
line. 

JOHN CARRICK, 4016 Edison 
St., San Mateo, Calif. wants 616 
negs of Cen. Cal. Traction freight 
motors. 





CITY OF PRINVILLE RY. 
BUYS UNION PACIFIC LOCO 

The City of Prinville Railway, 
operating in central Oregon off 
the SP&S between Prinville and 
Prinville Junction, has purchased 
Union Pacific 700, a 2-8-0 origin- 
ally built for the OR&N. The en- 
gine has been used for several 
months on the City of Prinville 
line with the UP numbering and 
lettering, but when she left the 
UP shops at Albina December 29 
‘after undergoing repairs she was 
lettered C. of P. No. 4. 

The engine was built in 1880 
‘by Rome as OR&N 82, being re- 
numbered UP 1290 in 1890, OR&N 
160 in 1897, OWRR&N 160 in 
1911 and UP 700 in 1915. 





—NWRRHS 
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Railroadians 
Of America 


The Railroadians of America, 
sponsor of today’s excursion is 
a national organization founded 
in New York City in the fall of 
1938 by a group of men nation- 
ally known among railroad his- 
torians. The organization — is 
headed by Thomas T. Taber as 
president and among the many 
prominent members in the east 
are Otto Kuhler, renowned de- 
signer of streamlined trains, Lu- 
cius Beebe, New York columnist, 
photographer and author, and A. 
Sheldon Pennoyer, famous New 
York portrait artist. 

A local division was organized 
in San Francisco in January, 
1940, by a group of well known 
Bay area rail historians headed 
by Captain Frederic Shaw. The 
group meets on the second and 
fourth Tuesday evening each 
month at 19th and Judah, San 
Francisco, The meetings — start 
with the business at hand, but 
always include a speaker on 
some subject of interest to mem- 
bers as well as late evening re- 
freshments. 

At present temporary officers 
are still functioning pending ar- 
rival of the charter at which time 
permanent officers will be cho- 
sen. President Thomas T. Taber 
is coming across the country to 
personally present the charter at 
the March 11th meeting of the 
Pacific division. 

The group has as its purpose 
the study of railroad history and 
does not want to be known as an 
excursion organization, but has 
taken the liberty of sponsoring 
this trip due to the many re- 
quests from members and friends 
who wanted one last trip over 
the lines behind No. 23. 

Visitors and prospective mem- 
hers are welcome to come to one 
of the future meetings or write 
to Frederic Shaw, western rep- 
resentative, 542 Eighteenth ave., 
San Francisco, or Douglas Rich- 
ter, secretary, 1412 Sixth ave., 
San Francisco. 


Railroadians of America: re- 
serve the right to control distri- 
bution of printed or other matter 
on the excursion train. 








For advance notice of all fu- 
ture railfan trips, as well as the 
best in rail-literature, read ‘the 
Western Railroader—at 50c for 
ten issues. 

The Western Railroader 

502 N. Claremont St. 
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Occasion: Railfan Excursion to Sonoma 
FEBRUARY 23, 1941 
Sponsored by 


Pacific Division, Railroadians of America 





On Nov. 2, 1865, a railroad com- 
pany was organized in Petaluma 
for the purpose of building a 
railroad from Petaluma to Clov- 
erdale, called the San Francisco 
& Humboldt Bay RR. There were 
various moves and countermoves 
about railroads. The question of 
location, and the granting of a 
subsidy of $5,000 per mile came 
to vote on Sept. 10, 1868. The 
subsidy was voted and the route 
from Petaluma to Cloverdale se- 
lected. Work was prosecuted for 
a time during 1869 and about 10 
miles of roadbed graded and then 
stopped. The outfit ran out of 
money. 

Colonel Peter Donahue had or- 
ganized on Nov. 17, 1869, the 
San Francisco and North Pacific 
RR, after he had disposed of the 
San Francisco and San Jose RR 
to the Southern Pacific. On Aug- 
ust 10, 1870, he bought the road 
and franchise of the above named 
railroad for about $30,000 and 
immediately set to work to build 
the SF&NP. He had. taken one 
engine along from the SF&SJ, 
No. 2, named San Jose, and. it 
became No. 1 on the new rail- 
road. On October 29; 1870, the 
first cars ran from Petaluma: to 
Santa Rosa, and on March -16, 
1872, it was completed and in 
running order to Cloverdale, 
which- for .a-number of years.-to 
¢come was. to be the .terminus. 
While -building his line,.Donohue 
had -quarreled with the city dads 


and for that reason did not make 
this place the southern terminus 
of the road but went 8 miles be- 





San Mateo, California 








yond to Lakeville or what be- 


‘came known as Donahue Land- 


of Petaluma about depot .rights. 
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ing. Here shops;and roundhouse 
were erected. The ¢onnection 
from here to San. Francisco was 
made by steamer. -The boat trip 
was 34. miles. and. the train ride 
to Cloverdale. 56 miles,..about 90 
miles all told. and the one way 
fare from San. Francisco to 
Cloverdale was $5. 

During 1873, some .capitalists 
from Petaluma organized the So- 
noma and Marin RR, a narrow 
gauge project, to build from Peta- 
luma southward to San Rafael 
and connect ‘with the North Pa- 
cific Coast RR and to spite Dona- 
hue. This line had one locomo- 
tive and some cars and_ built 
several miles of. road,: but got 
stuck in the salt. marshes north 
of San Rafael, near where Ham- 
ilton Field now is situated. The 
road was never operated. For a 
time this railroad lay..dormant, 
but on Oct. 27, 1876, . this line 
was sold and transferred to Peter 
Donahue for. $85,000. This rail- 
road was finished and an ar- 
rangement ..was..made :with the 
North Pacific Coast for transfer 
of passengers .at .San Rafael to 
be transported via the San Quen- 
tin. ferry to-and- from San Fran- 
cisco, in the following year. 

In order to get hold of some of 
the lumber trade _ originating 
along the Russian River instead 
of leaving. all of. -it--go to the 
North. Pacific Coast. RR, Dona- 
hue formed the Fulton and Guer- 
neville RR in_1876.. The cost of 
constructing this 16 mile branch 
was heavy: some of it having 
cost over $75,000 a mile, During 
July, 1877, articles of consoli- 
dation were filed in Sacramento 
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Above is a picture of the old San Francisco and North 

Pacific Railroad Company station in San Rafael in 1893. 

The ferry terminal of this line which extended north to 

Santa Rosa, was at Tiburon, where thousands embarked 
daily for the day in San Francisco. 


Right is the Northwestern Pacific Steamer Eureka, largest 

ferry on the bay and still in service between Sausalito 

and San Francisco, This‘ boat was formerly the old train 

and. passenger ferry Ukiah, but in 1922 it was completely 
rebuilt and rechristened. 





THE WESTERN RAILROADER 








Above—The Steamer Amelia, 
used in ferry service inthe 
seventies and eighties, - is 
shown tied up at Meiggs’ 
Wharf where Fisherman’s 
Wharf is now. Note the other 
side-wheelers that are tied up 
EME EE EE and the forest of masts in 


as aanereune, 





¢ 


—Photos from S. F. Call-Bulletin 
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of the San Francisco & North 
Pacific, Fulton and Guerneville 
RR, and the Sonoma and Marin 
RR. The corporate name was for 
all three roads now San Fran- 
cisco “& North Pacific RR. 

The transfer arrangement with 
the NPC proved unsatisfactory 
and Donahue organized the San 
Francisco & San Rafael RR to 
build a line from San Rafael to 
Tiburon, 9% miles. This involved 
the construction of several tun- 
nels, but on Oct. 6, 1883, the rail- 
road completed to deep water at 
Tiburon. During May of the fol- 
lowing year the SF&NP packed 
up all its belongings at Lake- 
ville, shops, roundhouse, etce., 
and put the stuff on barges and 
so moved literally lock, stock and 
barrel to Tiburon, which now 
became the southern terminus of 
the road. 

In 1885 Peter Donahue died 
and left his affairs in a muddled 
condition. In the settlement of 
the estate the railroad holdings 
went to his son, Col. J. M. Dona- 
hue, who, during 1889 extended 
the main line from Cloverdale to 
Ukiah under the name of Clover- 
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Peter Donahue had acquired 
during 1879 the capital stock of 
the narrow gauge Sonoma Valley 
RR Co. which had been incorpor- 
ated on July 24, 1878, as a suc- 
cessor to the ill-fated Prismoidal 
RR which had ceased operations 
May 5, 1877, The line was com- 
pleted during 1880 from Norfolk 
to Sonoma and also continued 
to San Pablo Bay, to a_ place 
called Sonoma Landing from 
where ferry connections were 
made with San Francisco. In 
1881 another narrow gauge line 
Was incorporated, the Sonoma 
and Santa Rosa RR, to build a 
line from Sonoma to Glen Ellen, 
which was completed during 
August, 1882. On June 18, 1887, 
the Marin and Napa RR started 
work gn standard gauge line to 
connect the SF&NP with the So- 
noma Valley RR. This line ran 
from Ignacio to Sears Point and 
was finished in 1888, eight miles 
long. Sears Point was made trans- 
fer point at first, bt\ soon after 
a third rail was laid to Ignacio, 
allowing narrow gauge trains to 
come to the SF&NP main line 
and transfer direct. 

Col. J. M. Donahue died = in 
1889, By court order the railroad 
interests were sold at public auc- 
tion and went to A. W. Foster, 
Sidney V. Smith and Andrew 
Markham. The road was reincor- 


porated as the San Francisco & 
North Pacific RR, this time con- 
sisting of a consolidation of the 
San Francisco and North Pacific, 
Sonoma Valley RR, Sonoma and 
Santa Rosa RR, Marin and Napa 
RR, Cloverdale and Ukiah RR, 
San Francisco and San Rafael RR. 

The new management standard 
gauged, during 1890, all narrow 
gauge track in Sonoma Valley and 
abandoned the line from Norfolk 
to Sonoma Landing. It also or- 
ganized the Santa Rosa, Sebasto- 
pol and Green Valley RR which 
built the branch line from Santa 
Rosa to Sebastopol. 

The new management was able 
to pull the road through the panic 
of 1893-94. By 1898 Foster was 
in absolute control and he form- 
ed a new company, the California 
Northwestern RR. This company 
leased in the same year the prop- 
erty and rolling stock of the San 
Francisco & North Pacific which 
from that year passed out as an 
operating company. The Califor- 
nia Northwestern operated from 
1898 to 1907 when all these prop- 
erties became part of the North- 
western Pacific RR. The Califor- 
mia Northwestern had five engines 
of their own, and built the line 
from Ukiah to Willits and from 
Willits to Sherwood. 

Subscribe today—see our rep- 
resentative on the train. 














dale and Ukiah RR. 





The Steamer Antelope was a unit of the Donahue 
line, as was the Amelia. These steamers ran from 
San Francisco to a landing just south of Peta- 
luma where the railroad connected it with Santa 








Rosa. It was not until 1884 that the rails reached 
Sausalito. The Antelope is shown at the pier in 
Sonoma, To the right is the historic Sonoma House, 
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